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Almost three months after a huge weapons cache belonging to Salvadoran rebels exploded in
Managua, repercussions from the incident continue to mount. The UN Security Council condemned
the existence of the cache, which exploded on May 23, as "the most serious violation of the peace
agreements" to date. In addition, UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali sent a letter directly
to the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) reprimanding the former guerrillas for
hiding the arms and accusing them of a "deliberate attempt to mislead [me]." The cache belonged
to the Popular Liberation Forces (Fuerzas Populares de Liberacion, FPL), one of the FMLN's five
member organizations. On Dec. 14, 1992, the FMLN attained its status as a legal political party
after Butros Ghali certified that the former rebels had complied with all disarmament provisions
contained in the Salvadoran peace accords. Following the cache incident in May, however, Butros
Ghali gave the FMLN an Aug. 4 deadline to turn over all remaining weapons. The FMLN accepted
the deadline and agreed to work with UN authorities in locating all other arms caches. On Aug.
9, the UN Observer Mission (ONUSAL) issued a statement in San Salvador indicating that the
FMLN had revealed the location of 48 arms caches between the May 23 explosion in Santa Rosa,
Managua, and the Aug. 4 deadline. Of the total, 41 of the underground depots were located in
Salvadoran territory, five (including Santa Rosa) in Nicaragua, and two in Honduras. The 41
caches found in El Salvador were located in ten of the country's 14 departments. According to
the ONUSAL statement, about 90% of these weapons stocks have already been destroyed. The
statement did not list the quantity of weapons, ammunition, and explosives found in the 48 caches,
although it did describe the depots found in Honduras and Nicaragua as "remnants in very bad
state of repair." In contrast, the arsenals located in Salvadoran territory were in top condition.
ONUSAL says destruction of the materiel should be completed by mid-August. According to
ONUSAL chief Augusto Ramirez Ocampo, on Aug. 25 ONUSAL will release a detailed report on
achievements made under the disarmament campaign, including an inventory of the quantity
and type of weapons confiscated. Ramirez Ocampo said that verification of the destruction of
all weapons found in the caches was being carried out in coordination with the National Peace
Commission (COPAZ), which includes representatives from all the country's political parties. In
Aug. 9 comments to reporters, FMLN political committee member Miguel Saenz said the former
rebels held onto the weapons out of a lack of trust in the government to carry out its commitments
under the peace accords. "From a formal point of view, in the framework of the peace accords,
this was a violation," he said. "But in our opinion, this issue should be examined from a political
perspective." Saenz said the FMLN held onto the weapons not to return to war, but "as a guarantee
and a pressure mechanism" to assure fulfillment of the peace accords. Saenz added that any
weapons found after Aug. 4 will be considered the responsibility of the individuals caught with
them. Meanwhile, political repercussions of the Santa Rosa explosion continue to mushroom. For
weeks, authorities in Managua, including army chief Gen. Humberto Ortega, had said they would
formally press charges against the leaders of the FPL in connection with the May 23 explosion. On
Aug. 11, the public prosecutor's office (Procuraduria Penal de Justicia) filed charges in a Managua
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court against the FPL's Facundo Guardado and Salvador Samayoa. The list of charges include
"destruction of property, exposing the public to danger, and falsification of passports." "There
is strong evidence against Samayoa and Guardado in this case," said the prosecutor, Ada Luz
Valerio. "Once a sentence has been handed down, we plan to proceed by seeking their extradition."
She added that if the two cannot be extradited, Managua will attempt to transfer the case to the
Salvadoran courts. The Salvadoran constitution bans the extradition of Salvadoran citizens from
national territory. In San Salvador, the FPL leaders characterized the judicial proceedings in
Managua as part of an international campaign to undermine the FMLN's legitimacy. In an Aug. 12
press conference, Guardado said he and Samayoa have spoken with attorneys in the US, Mexico,
Spain, Nicaragua and El Salvador regarding the case. "We will all be working together to assure
that this absurd case goes nowhere." Guardado added that the case may eventually backfire on
those who are "manipulating" the Santa Rosa arsenal in order to damage the FMLN, since he and
Samayoa plan to file libel charges against the Nicaraguan officials involved. Meanwhile, on Aug.
12, Nicaraguan Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo and Foreign Minister Ernesto Leal travelled
to the US for a meeting with Alexander Watson, assistant secretary of state for inter-American
affairs. Lacayo and Leal planned to present Watson with preliminary findings from Managua's
investigations into the Santa Rosa affair. Lacayo asserted that the findings clearly indicate that the
FPL bears full responsibility for the cache. Lacayo further declared that, upon conclusion of the
investigations, the Nicaraguan government will release a "white paper" covering all aspects of the
weapons and documents found in the Santa Rosa cache. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, United
Press International, Associated Press, 08/09/93; Agence France- Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/11/93, 08/12/93)
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